. ONE WORLD
40 Sgiona.
Letter to the Community

Two years ago, we were very proud and excited to have been invited into your community to
establish one of the first international schools in the heart of Osaka City. We understood that
the community was saddened when an important institution, Shariji Elementary School,
relocated to Mirai Elementary School. We were honoured by the invitation to help revitalise
the neighbourhood for the benefit of everyone and to foster a new generation of learning and
community development.

In collaboration with Ikuno City Officials, we carefully planned how to rebuild an ageing
school into a source of positive, inspirational, and inclusive community development that will
last for many years to come. Although we are still, for all intents and purposes, just
beginning, we feel it is important to communicate with you all clearly, sharing the details of
our intentions and the vision that is only now starting to take shape.

What is One World International School? We are a Kindergarten to Grade 12 school with
campuses in many countries worldwide. Although it is a school with a truly international
reach, OWIS Osaka is dedicated to Japan, aiming to bring the best in global education to the
people of Shariji, Ikuno-ku, and Japan. As a result, 70% of our student population is
Japanese, while the remaining 30% represents the internationalism that Ikuno-ku views as
an important defining characteristic. We are thrilled to become part of the cultural fabric of
your community.

OWIS Osaka, as part of the Global Schools Group, now operates 100 schools
internationally. As a private organisation, our mission aligns with the best centres of
international education worldwide, particularly in the US, Canada, the UK, and, importantly,
Japan. From day one, OWIS Osaka has actively planned a curriculum and social
development foundation that incorporates the best practices of the world’s top education
systems. At its core are education, relevance, safety, and community. We are highly
regulated and are in the process of acquiring authorizations and accreditations from the
International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO), the Council of International Schools (CIS),
and possibly the New England Association of Schools & Colleges (NEASC) or the Western
Association of Schools & Colleges (WASC).

When we began our journey with you in 2023, we started restoring an ageing building to
meet the needs of a modern approach to education—an approach that involves not only our
students but also our broader community. From the outset, our intention has been to walk
hand in hand with our school population and with you.

Our work, which is still ongoing, will continue until we fully realise our vision for OWIS
Osaka. This includes upgrading our facilities to support both our programs and the broader
Ikuno community’s access to improved, cleaner, newer, and restored facilities. We have
upgraded our gymnasium, which now hosts community evening and weekend activities such
as karate, basketball, volleyball, and more. We are also enhancing essential infrastructure,
including electrical capacity, washrooms, environmental controls, and more. Plans are
underway for a full redevelopment of the old school kitchen into a modern cafeteria and café
to serve the school’s needs and those of our neighbouring community. Additionally, we aim
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to bring our sports facilities to a standard that will support local and international sports
competitions and community events of all kinds.

In addition, | would like to emphasise the mandates at the core of our development: safety.
The safety of our school, our students, their families, and all of you in our community is of
paramount concern. Our attention is always placed there first. It is true that we are bringing
newness to the lkuno Community, and it is true that this includes an increase in traffic and
population, especially in and around the school itself. We apologise for any inconveniences
that may arise or have arisen from this, and we promise to mitigate them to the greatest
extent possible.

The plans we have are, first and foremost, intended to ensure that the highest standards of
safety are met, inside and outside of the school campus and facilities. It is important to
remember that this project is yet very new. Indeed, it is evolving very quickly due to a level
excitement and positive energy we are so grateful to have generated. As a consequence of
this, however, our communications may have sometimes been less than we had intended,
and perhaps at times misaligned. Our promise to you is that we will provide you with
information of our plans as we grow, and that we will request your opinions and
recommendations, whenever what we do may in any way impact our surrounding
community.

OWIS Osaka is an international school, meaning we represent the strict regulatory base of
the education systems we most closely reflect, in this case from Canada, the UK, and the
US. This also brings a new and important educational opportunity to the people of Japan,
Kansai, Osaka, and lkuno. The kind of education we offer aims to provide Japanese parents
with the ability to educate their children to be fully bilingual, internationally-minded, and
adaptable to the world. We started with 22 students in August 2023. We are now nearing
200, and in two years, we expect to exceed 500. Our students come from all parts of Kansai,
and increasingly from Shariji and Ikuno-ku itself. Furthermore, our families are now making
life decisions to relocate to Ikuno-ku because they value the opportunity we are providing.

Our goal is to be a centre of international education, for Japan and Japanese people, in
Ikuno-ku. Our intention is to bring the best of what this means in education, sport, social
activity, outreach, and much more, to you and to all of us, since we are all part of the same
community.

Over the past 18 months, we have all experienced changes, and for me personally, this has
been a time of newness and growth. | have spent 35 years in International Education, and
20 of those in Canada where | welcomed many students from Japan. Having now lived in
Japan for 15 years, including 13 years in Tokyo, it has been especially exciting to learn about
Osaka, its culture, and its people. Building important new relationships, both personal and
professional, has been incredibly rewarding, and | am honoured to help develop OWIS
Osaka as a centre of community and opportunity for everyone.

Sincerely,

Greg Culos, Head of School,

OWIS Osaka,

Member of the Global Schools Group, Singapore
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